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“By the quality of the attachment to the characters, to their practices, and to
the adversity that they face, this film sheds new light on life in the ruins of 
capitalism as Anna Tsing so aptly described: the repeated destruction of 
public forests and the conflicts between economic, regulatory, and 
ecological norms. And off to the side of the mushroom logistical routes, 
migrants, outsiders, and forest rangers orchestrate a theater of American 
precarity and ethnic solidarities.”

–Gaïa Award Jury, Jean Rouch film festival

LOGLINE

Up on the Mountain follows Southeast Asian refugees, Latino immigrants, and white 
Americans as they struggle to access public forests on their year-round migration to harvest 
wild mushrooms in the American west.

SYNOPSIS

Deep in the mountains of Montana, Idaho and Oregon a diverse group of Southeast Asian 
refugees, Latino immigrants, and white Americans harvests wild mushrooms for the 
restaurants of the world. But despite the sustainability of the harvest, these independent 
workers are repeatedly denied access to public forests. A gorgeous and immersive 
documentary, Up on the Mountain exposes inequities in natural resources policies as well as 
the resourcefulness of the communities who depend on them.

http://www.uponthemountainfilm.com/
https://vimeo.com/259953659


FILMMAKERS BIO

Olivier Matthon (director, producer, writer, cinematographer, editor) is a
commercial mushroom picker who graduated with a B.A. in Ethnography, 
Political Ecology, and Nonfiction Writing from the Evergreen State 
College. His work has been published by Pioneers Press, the UTNE Reader,
and High Country News Magazine. His photos of mushroom pickers are 
part of the 2022 exhibition “Impossible Sauvage” at the Museum of 
Ethnography of Neuchâtel, in Switzerland. Originally from Québec, he now
lives in the Pacific Northwest. Up on the Mountain is his first film.

Michael Reis (producer, co-writer) works as a broadcast coordinator, 
technical director, and IT network director at a public community media 
center where he specializes in documenting the unique nuances of rural 
life. Additionally, Michael works in public outreach and technical training, 
assisting amateur filmmakers and teaching them how to best use their 
equipment. He also works as a commercial fisherman every summer and 
has been a commercial mushroom picker. Up on the Mountain is his first 
film.

Film director Olivier Matthon filming Chris Florence in Idaho, June 2017.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT:

I first encountered commercial mushroom pickers in 2012, as I was doing an ethnographic 
study for a writing project. I became a commercial picker the following year, which is when I 
met Aloune and David Thepsomphou. We became fast friends and have picked together 
every year since. In 2014, David and I drove to Alaska together, to pick burn morels. That’s 
where I first met Francisco.

During that time, I continued taking notes and pictures with
the idea of writing a book about the wild mushroom trade.
But then Michael and I had the idea of making a documentary
film instead. By then I was well aware of the issues surrounding
the trade. Every year, we have to hide to do our work and risk
getting fined hundreds of dollars, which is stressful and
frustrating, knowing that the commercial harvest of these
mushrooms is totally sustainable. It was clear also that the
pickers of color bear the brunt of law enforcement.

We started the film with the intention of raising awareness
around the working conditions of these workers, hoping that
down the line it would bring the Forest Service to change their
policies. I also wanted to highlight the knowledge,
resourcefulness, and mutual aid that the pickers like Aloune,
David, and Francisco displayed. The first year I started filming,
in 2017, I met Chris in Idaho. He had tried to help the Forest
Service plan the season, but after falling on deaf hears, he was
looking for other ways to challenge them. That’s when I knew,
I had found our last main participant.

My hope is for the film to educate the public about the workers who harvest wild 
mushrooms for the restaurants of the world. I hope to spark conversations about re-
designing forest management policies that would take into account mushrooms as a 
species, mushroom harvesters as legitimate forest workers, and provide better access to 
public forests for people of color. Another goal is for the Forest Service to stop 
collaborating with immigration agencies. The majority of mushroom pickers are immigrants, 
and if the Forest Service wants to be true to their mission of ensuring the sustainability of 
the resource while providing economic opportunities to rural communities, they will need to 
have the trust of the pickers, which they lose every time they turn them over to immigration 
services.

– Olivier Matthon

Film director Olivier Matthon with 
David Thepsomphou, harvesting 
burn morels in Washington state in 
2016.



FESTIVALS

Big Sky Documentary Film Festival, MT, World Premiere, February 2022
Princeton Environmental Film Festival, NJ,  April 2022
Jean Rouch International Film Festival, Paris, International Premiere, May 2022
Construir Cine International Labor Film Festival, Buenos Aires, May 2022
Tacoma Film Festival, WA, October 2022
Docutah International Film Festival, UT, November 2022
Devour! The Food Film Fest, Nova Scotia, Canadian Premiere, October 2022
Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival, Nepal, December 2022

AWARDS

Special Mention, Gaia Award Jury, Jean Rouch International Film Festival, May 2022
Best Pacific Northwest Documentary, Tacoma Film Festival, October 2022

CONTACT AND MEDIA REQUESTS

Olivier Matthon, uponthemountainfilm@gmail.com


